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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
There are many psychosocial factors that influence violent
behavior among young Black males. These factors may include the lack of
positive role models, substance abuse, the lack of employment, the lack
of an opportunity to rehearse responsible adult behaviors, low self¬
esteem, the lack of positive rituals to initiate passage into adulthood,
depression, and the lack of educational resources, to name a few.'
These and other factors are of great concern and provide the motivation
to look at the causes of violent behavior among young Black males. In
this paper, there are four basic perspectives to approach this study.
Prothrow-Stith referred to violence as a public health problem. Wilson
viewed it as learned behavior. Reiss and Roth discussed violence from a
psychosocial point of view. Major and Billson noted that violence is
used as a survival technique.
In 1981, the Surgeon General's action gave credence, support, and
legitimacy to the fledgling efforts of a small band of physicians and
public health experts who were redefining violence as a problem that
needs to be studied and addressed as a gross assault on the public
health.^ It is a problem that affects the entire country and is not
upon an isolated group or individual. Usually, a public health hazard
would be the threat of disease spreading through the community to
destroy it. To define violence as a threat to public health recognizes
a mass potential for the society to disintegrate under the weight of
'Richard Major and Janet M. Billson, Cool Pose: The Dilemmas of
Black Manhood in America (New York: Lexington Books, 1992) 1-9).
^Deborah Prothrow-Stith, M.D., Deadly Consequences, with the
collaboration of Michaele Weissman, (New York: Harper Collins, 1991),
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violence on a physical and psychosocial level. Also, to define violence
as a public health hazard recognizes that violence begets violence and
can reach epidemic proportions, spreading from person to person as if it
were a virulent virus or bacteria.
Others see violence as learned behavior. It is believed that over
a period of time people accept and internalize what they hear and see
about themselves. "The criminal is one to whom a label has been
successfully attached."’ In essence, people act out the labels by which
they have been described. Therefore, if a person is constantly referred
to or portrayed as a violent person, he/she will tend to act violently.
However, other young Black males are taught to use violence to
resolve conflict and to uphold their reputation. Violence becomes part
of daily life. In the rim of conflict resolution, violence may be
expected or demanded even if one risks further harm.^ This type of
behavior can be witnessed in drive by shootings and other gang related
activities. "...Violent behavior tends to be a reciprocal exchange in
which violence is followed by retaliation."’
There has been much research conducted on Black men and violence.
The psychosocial perspective on violence focus attention on how people
learn aggressive or nonaggressive behavior in response to frustration or
reaching desired goals.‘ Black men have been the object of
psychosocial violence that goes back to efforts made to justify slavery
’Amos N. Wilson, Black on Black Violence: The Psvchodvnamics of
Black Self-Annihilation in Service of White Domination. (New York:
African World Infosystem, 1990),48.^
^Simon I. Singer, "Victims of Serious Violence and Their Criminal
Behavior: Subcultural Theory and Beyond," Violence and Victims 1, no. 1
(Spring 1986): 61-62.
’Ibid.
’Albert Reiss, Jr. and Jeffrey Roth, eds.. Understanding and
Preventing Violence. (Washington, D.C.: National Academy Press, 1993).
3
to the present day minimum wage employment.’ This type of negative
treatment, in the past and today, has used the media to translate these
negative views of Black men to society.* "This distortion may well
reflect the discriminatory employment practices in the private
sector..."’ The lack of employment can causes an increase in one parent
homes and a lack of commitment to marriage on the part of Black men.
Needless to say, the lack of employment appears to have an impact on
criminal behavior.'®
Major and Billson cited that violence is also viewed as a survival
technique. Some Black men see the use of violence as a necessary
survival skill that enables them to function in a world which is
hostile, unfair, and threatening. These skills are referred to by some
as "cool posing." "Cool posing" is defined as not letting your feelings
show or being emotionally shut down." The Black male hides his
frustration, anger, and rage. These emotions are generated by not being
afforded the same opportunity as White men to succeed, take care of his
family, and/or reach his goals in life.'^
Social workers can play a major role in aiding Black men who are
struggling with issues related to violence, survival skills and
emotions. They also are able to empower people to change their life
situation.
’Marlon Riggs, Ethnic Notions. (Los Angeles: California Newsreel,
Visual Education, 1986).
•Marlon Riggs, Ethnic Notions. (Los Angeles: California Newsreel,
Visual Education, 1986).
’Lawrence Gary and Bogart Leashore, "High Risk Status of Black
Men," Social Work z7, no. 1 (January 1982): 54-57.
’Lawrence Gary and Bogart Leashore, "High Risk Status of Black
Men," Social Work 27, no.l (January 1982): 54-57.
"Richard Major and Janet M. Billson, Cool Pose: The Dilemmas of
Black Manhood in America. (New York: Lexington Books, 1992), 5.
>^Ibid, 5-7.
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Social workers must develop theories that will encompass different
perspectives on violent behavior. They must create intervention
strategies designed to attack the negative psychosocial barriers that
Black men face in their daily lives. These interventions can be
accomplished by helping society redefine their negative images of Black
men. Many of the Black men have strengths and talents, but have lost
all hope. They have very little self-esteem. Social workers can work
to instill hope and help these men build self-esteem.
There is a need for social work to advocate to aid in the creation
of job programs that will serve to empower this population. This can be
accomplished by social workers helping this population to use their
energy and talents to create employment for themselves. This goal can
only be reached by social workers working with this population to attack
some of the psychosocial problems in their community. Above all, social
workers need to become attuned to issues that some Black men face in
their daily existence.
Statement of the Problem
Black males face limited economic and psychosocial opportunities
which is largely due to institutional oppression of Black males in the
areas of economics and education. Gibbs reported: "Nearly 1/2 (42.7
percent) of Black youths under 18 live in families who are below the
poverty line, while two-thirds (67.1 percent) of those living in female¬
headed households which are classified as poor." She stated that these
males are more likely to be raised in substandard homes, attend inferior
schools, have inadequate health care, suffer from behavior problems, and
live in neighborhoods with high crime rates. Because of the economic
disparity between White and Black incomes. Black males raised in intact
families are also at risk of being raised in families with unstable
economics. The father of a Black male is 2.5 times more likely to be
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faced with unemployment than his White male counterpart. Both parents
are likely to be employed in low income jobs.‘^
The institutional oppression of the Black male leaves him with few
controls of his resources, that is economic/employment, or what goes on
in his community and world. This same oppression has taught him to hate
himself and has stripped away his self-esteem.*^ At the same time,
there is an increase in the homicide rate among Black males. According
to U.S. government statistics, homicide is the leading cause of death
among Black males between the ages of 17-34.*^ Thus, Black males find
themselves both the victims and perpetrators of violent behavior.
A study by the Urban League indicated that psychosocial factors,
such as economics, academic difficulties, and disciplinary problems, are
contributing factors to young Black men dropping out of school. They
further stated that there is differential treatment for Black youth in
public school. There is a question of whether Black males receive
harsher punishment than White males for the same infractions.**
No longer can Black men depend on their physical labor to earn a
living. As society becomes more commercial. Blacks need to acquire more
skills and education to compete in the job market. "Those who fail to
acquire these skills will tend to be placed in marginal and often
precarious economic and social positions."*’ These barriers condition
*’Jewelle Taylor Gibbs, ed., Youno. Black, and Male in America: An
Endangered Species. (Westport, Ct.: Auburn House, 1988), 4-5.
**Wade W. Nobles, "Psychological Research and the Black Self-
Concept: A Critical Review, "Journal of Social Issues 34, no. 1 (1973):
18-22.
**Lois Fingerhut, Joel Kleinman, Elizabeth Godfrey, and Harry
Rosenberg, "Firearm Mortality Among Children, Youth, and Young Adults 1-
34 Years of Age, Trends and current Status: United States Department of
Health and Human Services: (March 1991): 3.
**Jewelle Taylor Gibbs, ed.. Young. Black and Male in America: An
Endangered Species. (Westport, Ct.: Auburn House), 238.
*’Jonathan Turner, Royce Singleton, Jr. and David Musick,
Oppression: A Socip-Historv of Black-White Relations in
America.(Chicago: Third World Press. 1992) 113.
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the Black males to do just the opposite. This process of conditioning
has been labeled by some as "seasoning." "Seasoning" is described as
the science of dehumanization, the process of indoctrinating one against
self, the denial of internal development for external rewards.’*
Everyday, most of the Black males in this study are faced with a
dehumanizing existence. Dehumanization, the indoctrination against self
and the denial of internal development for external rewards, erodes
one's self esteem and creates self hate. When people learn to hate
themselves, all hope is taken away. It is possible for a "there is
nothing to lose by my action" attitude to develop. When this attitude
forms, it is possible for those affected by it to turn to criminal or
violent behavior.”
Wilson cited that Black young men have been successfully labeled
criminals and thugs. Gary and Leashore noted that it appears by the
crime statistics in the Black community that the label is being acted
out by the part of the community that feels disenfranchised. As a
group, some of the barriers that Black men face in their daily lives are
unemployment, underemployment, oppression, and the lack of power and
control over his life.“ These are the main factors that Wilson, Gary
and Leashore, Cordes, and others believe produce violent behavior and
sometimes homicide by Black males. These young men are locked out of
the advantages and benefits of society. Therefore, with little to lose.
Black males engage in risk taking or violent behavior. All are in
agreement that violence is a major problem affecting our youth.^’
“Jawanza Kunjufu, Countering the Conspiracy to Destroy Black Bovs.
(Chicago: African American Images, 1985), 16.
”Ibid.
“Lawrence Gray and Bogart Leashore, "High Risk Status of Black
Men," Social Work 27, no.l (January 1982) 54.
^’Richard Major and Janet M. Billson, Cool Pose: The Dilemmas of
Black Manhood in America. (New York: Lexington Books, 1992), 50-52.
Significance and Purpose of the Study
The purpose of this study was to describe the use of and/or the
exposure to violence among young Black men incarcerated in the Atlanta
City Detention Center. Is there a relationship between psychosocial
factors and violent behavior among this population? Social workers are
capable of playing vital roles with the young Black males in this study
Social workers have had a long history advocating for the
"disadvantaged," the disenfranchised, the poor and oppressed people.
They can help Black males enhance their capacity for social functioning
and refocus their efforts on building a positive community instead of
engaging in violence. This can be done by Black men and social workers
working as a team to deal with the collective problems of the group.
Problems such as the lack of employment, inadequate housing, and low
self-esteem are able to be addressed by this collective. Through this
collective of social workers and Black men, efforts exploring the
resources in the community and other group issues can be remedied. If
Black men work together in a collective, social workers can help remedy
social injustices and violence. Facilitating a different interaction
between this population and their environment would be the key to this
process. Other ethnic groups like the Jews and Irish have been
successful with this approach in the past. Black men are able to be
successful also.
CHAPTER II
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE
As noted previously in this paper, there is a body of research
that has been conducted on Black men and violent behavior. Much of this
research was done in an attempt to justify the negative images and
stereotypes that are used to portray the Black man in our society.
These images and stereotypes were created in an attempt to continue to
justify the vile and oppressive treatment of Black men.'
In the recent past, Black men began to write about themselves.
Some of their works were questioned and viewed with much skepticism
because it did not include empirical research. Whereas many western
writers included empirical research to justify their statements. Some
Black writers, like Akbar, Wilson and Kunjufu, used a conceptional and
theoretical framework rather than statistical data to justify their
conclusions. The body of work generated by the Black authors was a self
examination and observation of Blacks by Blacks. Their work allowed
Black men to begin to define themselves instead of having others to tell
them who and what they were.^
Many different theories on violent behavior were addressed in this
study. In order to research the impact of psychosocial factors
associated with violent behavior among young Black men, it was necessary
to draw from the disciplines of public health, psychology, sociology,
and political science.
‘Marlon Riggs, Ethnic Notions. (Lost Angeles: California Newsreel,
Visual Education, 1986).
^Wade W. Nobles, "Psychological Research and the Black Self-




Psychosocial Factors of Black Male Violence
The psychosocial perspective proposes that violence is a learned
behavior. The psychosocial perspective, as it relates to violence, also
suggests that violence is the product of a combination of factors. This
perspective believes that violence arises from the interactions among
individuals' psychosocial development, their neurological and hormonal
differences and social processes.* Social workers must gain a better
understanding of the psychosocial issues that affect Blacks.
Jones shared a psychosocial and socialization perspective of the
development issues of young Black adolescents. Jones borrowed from
Erickson's theories of psychosocial development and created a criteria
to measure "normal" psychosocial functioning of inner-city youth. This
was accomplished by evaluating the areas of strengths, competencies, and
adaptive capacities. He examined the influence of the family and peer
group on Black youths. He found that it is necessary for youths to
rehearse adult roles in order to become competent adults.*
In addition, Cordes viewed Black men as being endangered in the
oppressive environment in which they live. She discussed psychosocial
factors that Black men face daily such as poor education, unemployment,
dropping out of the labor market, becoming frustrated, participating in
criminal behavior, and going to jail. Cordes doesn't relinquish the
Black man of being responsible for his behavior. She stressed that
discouraged and violent men must be encouraged to take responsibility
for their actions. However, she urged the use of "communal attack" on
the issues that are common to most Black men. Cordes placed most of the
weight of the Black man's problems on economic conditions. She said
that when the jobless and poor are fed images of wealth and conspicuous
^Albert Reiss, Jr. and Jeffry Roth, eds.. Understanding and
Preventing Violence. (Washington, D.C.: National Academy Press, 1993),
“Reginald L. Jones, ed.. Black Adolescents. (Berkeley, California:
Cobb and Henry Publishers, 1989).
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consumption, it produces rage which explodes in violent behavior against
others and themselves.*
Furthermore, Gibbs examined the difficulties that Black males
suffer economically and with the educational system. She pointed out
and shared her findings concerning how institutional barriers block
avenues for young Black males to gain employment and to succeed in
school. Gibbs found that growing up in poverty, with a single parent
and in crime infected neighborhoods, has a negative impact on Black
males. She found that the above negative psychosocial factors
contribute to violent and delinquent behavior.*
However, Dr. Welsing's work concerned the affects of "White
Supremacist" world views on the minds of Black men. She explored
symbols of power such as guns and how Black males view their weapons as
an extension of their genitalia. The connection one makes is that the
weapons becomes a sense of power. They symbolized life, death and
procreation in the mind of those Black males who have given themselves
up to the White supremacist ideology about them. Oppressive symbols
became the only means of self-definition for Black males under White
supremacy. Self-destructive behavior is the end result under White
supremacy.^
Whereas, Turner, Singleton, and Musick documented the history of
institutionalized and systematic oppression toward Black men in this
country. The findings indicated that global oppression has created
barriers for Blacks to excel in education, economics, politics and in
the legal arena. Thereby, demonstrating how the social system was
stratified to favor people with the most resources.
*Colleen Cordes, "Black males face high odds in a hostile
society," APA Monitor 16, no.l (January 1985) 10.
‘Jewelle Taylor Gibbs, ed.. Young. Black, and Male in America: An
Endangered Species. (Westport, Ct.: AuDurn House, 1988) 4-5.
Trances Welsing, M.D., The Isis Papers. The Kev To The Colors.
(Chicago: Third World Press, 1992).
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Turner, Singleton, and Musick cited stratification in terms of
what they considered three of the most valuable resources, that is
material well being, power and prestige. Their research found that the
distribution of resources are unequal which creates a system that
divides the population in terms of their access to valued resources.
Whereas in some stratification systems, people can move from one level
to another. Turner, Singleton and Musick found that Blacks have little
mobility in or out of their rank. They noted that the stratification
system creates Black self hate.* This self-hate fuels violence in the
Black community.
Nevertheless, Noble developed a framework which can be used to
understand the major theoretical approaches and how they can be
beneficial in studying Black self-esteem. He states that the way a
person perceives stimuli is the primary determinant of one's behavior.
He found that Black families transmit their values and attitude of self
to their children and society. Noble pointed out that because of
oppression. Black children grow up being told what they cannot do. He
voiced how the African and Western perspectives of self-concept are
combined in Black Americans. Noble explored the effects of this
combination on Black Americans' self-concept.’
Furthermore, Kunjunfu discussed how Black males are conditioned
from childhood to play a particular role in society. This conditioning
is referred to as "seasoning." Kunjufu borrowed this term from Sekou
Toure, former President of Guinea. He developed an overview of the
emotional and societal development of the Black male. He concluded that
•Jonathan Turner, Royce Singleton, Jr. and David Musick,
ression: A Socio-History of Black-White Relations in America.
icago, Nelson-Hall, 1990).
’Wade W. Noble, "Psychological Research and the Black Self-
Concept: A Critical Review," Journal of Social Issues 29, no.l, (1973).
12
rituals and rites of passage counteract some of the emotional damage
done by society on the minds of young Black males.
Moreover, Gary and Leashore viewed Black men as being high
mortality risk. The authors concluded that negative research produced a
domino effect for Black males both in media and society. The research
in question portrayed Black males negatively both in media and society.
"This distortion may well reflect the discriminatory employment
practices in the private sector..."” Gary and Leashore noted that some
crimes are committed because of frustration over the Black man's
economic status. They cited a high crime and unemployment rate among
Black men. The author found that high crime and unemployment rates have
a negative affect on the Black man's economic status; their health;
their ability to fulfill the role of provider; and their ability to
function as the protector of their families.”
The Use of Violence Among Black Males
Violence covers a wide range of behavior. Verbal attacks,
slapping, stabbing, raping and murder are all violent acts. Whereas
violence causes physical harm, such as in a stabbing or rape, it may
also impact an individual psychologically. Psychological problems such
as Agoraphobia or aggressive behavior may develop in victims of violent
acts. Violence also have severe social ramification. For example,
victims of violence may have difficulty finding employment or forming
relationships. Social workers' skills are able to help Black males
tackle these problems.
Randall's article provided this study with homicidal rates for
Black males between the ages of 17-34. It looked at violence as a
‘“Jawanza Kunjufu, Countering the Conspiracy to Destroy Black Bovs
(Chicago: African American Images, 1985) 16.
"Lawrence Gray and Bogart Leashore, "High Risk Status of Black
Men," Social Work 27, no.l (January 1982) 54.
”Ibid, 54-58.
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public health problem and proposed a strategy to help eradicate it. The
article inferred that violence is a multi-dimensional problem. It urged
that a cooperative effort be made between criminal justice, and public
health to confront this problem.’^
Nevertheless, Billson and Major explored the concept of "cool
pose." The term "cool pose" has been defined earlier in this study. It
offered a unique way of looking at the psyche of Black males and the
facade that they use as a survival tool that they use to interact with
others in the violent environment in which they live. "Cool pose" is
often misinterpreted by whites and others who interact with the Black
male. The authors feel that the misinterpretation of "cool pose"
sometimes creates barriers and block avenues for Black males to attain
resources. "Cool pose" is also misunderstood and sometimes interpreted
as defiance or violent stares.*^
According to Singer, there is a relationship between being a
victim of a violent crime and becoming an offender. He stated that some
theorists of criminal behavior argued explicitly that being a victim
increases the likelihood of becoming an offender. Singer further
indicated that the nature of the crime inflicted on the victim
influences the nature of the crime that the victim will later commit.
He reported that the "subculture of violence theory" dictated an "eye
for an eye" philosophy among people in a "violent subculture." In other
words, a "violent subculture" resolves conflicts with the use of
violence. Singer concluded that the subcultural perspectives supported
the self-reported and officially recorded cohort data. His results
‘^Teri Randall, "Coping With Violence Epidemic," Journal of the
American Medical Association 263, no. 19 (May 16, 1990): 2612.
'^Richard Majors and Janet M. Billson, Cool Pose: The Dilemmas of
Black Manhood in America. (New York: Lexington Books 1992).
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showed a strong correlation with both self-reported offenses and
recorded official arrests,'*
Moreover, Wilson explored the concept of Black-on-Black violence.
Wilson examined some of the factors in the development of criminal
behavior in Black men. Based on their numbers in the population, Wilson
cited that Black men are disproportionately represented in criminal
behavior. He also mentioned that Blacks accounted for 49% of all
arrests for violent crimes such as aggravated assaults, murders, forced
rape, and robbery. Wilson found that many Black men have internalized
negative images and are acting out negative labels that describe Black
men as criminals. He stated that the negative images and labels are
placed on them by society.'®
However, Dr. Prothrow-Stith examined Black-on-Black violence. She
also explored violent behavior perpetrated by our youth and the damage
that it causes. She studied society's attitude towards violence and
developed ways to teach our children conflict resolution. Dr. Prothrow-
Stith discussed the emotional passage through adolescence for "nonwhite"
males. She explored the negative attitudes that society has developed
towards young Black males. She concluded that one solution to violence
perpetrated by Black males may be to have older Black males mentor young
Black males.'*
In addition, Rosenberg, O'Carroll, and Powell attempted to clarify
the legitimacy of Public Health in identifying, evaluating, and
preventing violence. They began by giving a definition for violence.
Their findings indicated that many acts of violence occur out of
•^Simon Singer, "Victims of Serious Violence and Their Criminal
Behavior: Subcultural Theory and Beyond, "Violence and Victims 1, no, 1
(Spring 1986) 61.
‘®Amos N. Wilson, Black-on-Black Violence: The Psvchodvnamics of
Black Self-Annihilation in Service of White Bomination. (New York:
Afrikan World Infosystems, 1990).
"Deborah Prothrow-Stith, M.D., Deadly Consequences, with the
collaboration of Michaele Weissman (New York: Harper Collins, 1991).
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public's view. Rosenberg, O'Carroll, and Powell admitted that public
health does not have a cure for violence. They suggested that violence
needs to be attacked by public health by using the same approach that
was used to control other epidemics, such as cancer, heart disease, and
other infectious diseases.** Nevertheless, Akbar examined issues
of Black males and how they define themselves in a racist society. He
tackled such issues as homicide and genocide perpetrated by young Black
men. Akbar investigated the causes of violent crime among Black males
and what the community must do to deal with such social problems. He
explored negative images of manhood that Black males have that lead to
high rates of incarceration, low self esteem, and self destructive
behavior. His findings suggested that Black men such as Louis
Farrakhan, Malcolm X, and Chelk Anta Dolop be used as role models for
young Black men to combat the negative images created by a White male
dominated society. Akbar designated such men as spiritual and strong in
their commitment to their people and setting examples for healthy Black
male development.*’
Furthermore, DuRant, Candenhead, Pendergrast, Slavens, and Linder
attacked violence among young Black males as a public health issue and a
multifaceted problem. They viewed the transmission of violence in terms
of the "cultural transmission theory" or learned behavior. DuRant et
al., findings revealed that at least eighty-four percent of their sample
reported participating in violent behavior. The research found that
males in this sample reported engaging in significantly more violent
behaviors than females. DuRant et al. findings indicated that there was
a positive correlation between the use of violence and previous exposure
*'Mark Rosenberg,MD, MPP, Patrick 0'Carroll,MD, MPH, and Kenneth
Powell,MD, MPH, "Let^'^s Be Clear: Violence Is a Public Health Problem"
The Journal of the American Medical Association 267, no. 22 (June, 1992)
*’Na'im Akbar, Visions For Black Men. (Tallahassee, Florida: Mind
Productions and Associates, Inc.: 1992).
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to violent behavior. The data suggested that resiliency factors of
children that grow up in a violent environment are not strong predictors
of the use of violence.“
Swan addressed criminal behavior of Black men by focusing on the
types of crime committed and offering an explanation for violent
behavior. He explored the notion that Black men are involved in
"survival crimes" such as muggings, robbery, burglary, assault, and auto
theft. He posed that these acts of violent behavior are not committed
to make money. He claimed that they are non-profitable crimes. Swan
stated that "survival crimes" are committed "to enhance the economic and
political power position of the perpetrators and presents a way to
address their powerlessness in society."^’
Whereas, Reiss and Roth used a psychosocial model to look at the
development of violent behavior. They explored different types of
violent behavior. Their findings suggested that violent behavior is a
learned response to previous social interaction. This behavior is
demonstrated by the child that gets his way after threatening someone.
However, Reiss' and Roth's work accounted for other factors such as
environment, income, the person's nervous system, and coping skills.
They proposed that no combination of factors elicit the same response
from all individuals. Reiss' and Roth's research suggested that
violence arises from interactions among individuals' psychosocial
development, their neurological and hormonal differences, and social
processes.“
“Robert DuRant, Ph.D., Chris Cadenhead, B.A., Robert Pendergrast,
M.D., M.P.H., Greg Slavens, B.B.A., and Charles Linder, M.D., "Factors
Associated with the Use of Violence Among Urban Black Adolescents,"
American Journal of Public Health 84, no. 4 (April 1994).
Alex Swan, Survival and Progress: The Afro-American
Experience. (Westport, Conn.; Greenwood Press, 1981).
“Albert Reiss, Jr. and Jeffrey Roth, eds.. Understanding and
Preventing Violence. (Washington, D.C.: National Academy Press, 1993).
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Theoretical Framework
The Ecological Systems theory is a very insightful
framework that can be used to examine psychosocial factors
associated with the use of violence among young Black men.
This theory involves microsystems, mesosystems, and
macrosystems which overarches cultural patterns, values, and
ideologies.*^ This theory considers the impact of economic,
environmental, cultural, social, as well as other agents when
examining the relationship between psychosocial factors and
violence among young Black men and it explores the Black man's
adaptation, resources and adjustment to social determinants.
Psychosocial factors such as completing developmental
tasks, developing coping skills, social expectations and
demands also influence the way that one will adapt to their
environment. These factors allow values and knowledge to be
transmitted across generations, thus violence is influenced by
culture, values, available resources, demands, competencies,
and motives that are embedded in the social structure of one's
physical environment. Thus, some Black males find their niche
in their community, through dysfunctional or violent
transactions between themselves and other systems that exist
in their environment.
**Kathleen Ell and Helen Northern, Families And Health
Care; Psychosocial Practice. (Hawthorne, New York: Aldine de
Gruyter, 1940; repr.; New York: James Whittaker, ed. 1990).
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Terms And Definitions
The following are definitions of terms as they relate to
their usage in this study:
E>sychosocial fac±ors considers the interaction of the individual's
psychological needs and abilities and social expectations and demnds. It
is the interaction between a person and society, institutions,
organizations, and resources. It includes the transmission of values and
knowledge across generations. It takes into account the internalization
of feedback from others about one's self. It looks at conpleting
developmental tasks, developing coping skills, and acquiring resources
needed for survival in one's environment. It is influenced by culture,
values, available resources, demands, conpetencies, and motives that are
embedded in the social structure of one's physical environment.24
Violence is the degree and manner in which one exerts power and
control over or inflicts bodily injuries on an individual, self, or a
group resulting in physical and/or psychological harm. Crimes against
people manifest in two ways: a) crimes against people; and b) crimes
against property.
a. Crimes cigainst people usually involve physical assault, such
as rape, stabbings, shootings, and robbery. Physical assault is rooted in
the lack male's sense of self in relation to other members of his
community. Physical assault is born of a lack of respect of the others's
body and boundaries, and is the inability to negotiate through social
situations without the aggressive use of force.
b. Crimes against property involve the taking, destruction, or
defacing of other's property, those are crimes include burglary, stealing
and robbery without the threat of bodily harm. It may be done for reasons
of survival, financial gain or seen as a means to gain material goods,
quickly and with less bureaucracy and other obstructions that might come
with socially sanctioned means, such as a job. Although bodily harm can
result in such situations as the taking of other's property, it is not
always the perpetrator's intention. As far as destruction and defacing of
property are concerned, perpetrators act out their frustrations against
material goods and property that they feel they have no means to gain on
their own.
Self-esteem hinges on the interactions of a person with his or her
peers and/or environment. It includes one's status among his/her peers
and his/her niche in their community. Self-esteem is being competent
socially, emotionally, and spiritually. How one is portrayed to others as
an individual or a member of a particular group is a factor. It also
includes the way a person is treated by others as well as the images and
symbols used to represent hiitv/her or their group.
^■•Barbara Newman and Philip Newman, Development Through
Life: Fifth Edition. (Pacific Grove, California: Brooks Cole
Publishing Co., 1991), 40, 41 and 663.
CHAPTER III
MEIMXICLOGY
This chapter reviews the instruments utilized to carry out this
study on factors associated with violence among young Black men. It
outlines the steps used to gather information from the respondents. It
describes the saitpling, research design, instrumentation, setting and the
procedure used to carry out this study. Permission to conduct this
research was granted by Inmate Services and the Watch Coimanders in charge
of the shifts during the time that the surveys were administered.
Participants and Setting
A convenience sanple was used in this study. The participants were
Black men who were housed at the Atlanta city Detention Center (ACDC)
during the time that the survey was administered. The study was conducted
at the Atlanta City Detention Center (ACDC) and the Correctional Center.
The facilities are owned and operated by the city government. Facilities
are equipped to hold 842 inmates. Most times they house 1200 or more
iniretes. These inmates come from all walks of life. The overwhelming
nejority of the inmates are from the poor Black neighborhoods of the city.
In addition, there is a very large population of people who are homeless,
mentally ill, and drug addicted. These groups are arrested and rearrested
on a regular basis. They are arrested for such crimes as disorderly
conduct, criminal trespassing, urinating in public, giving false names,
driving without a license, no proof of insurance, possession of drugs,
drinking in public, etc. Other inmates are arrested for more serious
crimes including robbery, murder, aggravated assault, domestic violence,




A descriptive research design was utilized to carry out this
study. The respondents were given this survey and were asked to complete
all questions. This survey was used to attain demographic as well as
psychological and social information about their lives. Particular
attention was paid to the relationship between violence and how it
impacted on the respondent's psychological and social functioning.
Instrumentation
The instrument used in this study consisted of two standardized
scales and a survey constructed to collect information on the
respondent's demographics, participation in violence, drug and alcohol
involvement, and feelings about the respondent's self-regard.
The first two parts of the instrument were the Hudson's
Generalized Contentment Scale and the Hudson's Index of Self-Esteem.
The two scales are part of the WALMYR assessment scales package. These
scales have an internal reliability of .90 or better. In addition, the
questionnaires have excellent face, concurrent, and construct validity.
The respondents used a 7-point scale to score each item. The scale
ranged from 1, "none of the time," to 7, "all of the time."*
In order to gather descriptive information from the sample, a
self-report instrument was developed. This instrument contained four
sections which consisted of 65 questions. The first section of the
questionnaire contained questions 1-11 which solicited background
information. Questions 1, 4, 6, 10 and 11 were open-ended questions.
The respondents were asked to write in the correct answer. Questions 2,
3, 5, 7, 8 and 9 were close-ended questions. The respondents were asked
to circle the correct answer.
John Orme, Evaluatin^c^^Practice:Guidelines for the Accountable
Massachusetts:Allyn and BaconPr'^f|S|iona1.^|Needham Heigh :s.
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The second section of the questionnaire, questions 12-47, examined
the respondent's participation in or exposure to violence. The
respondents were asked to circle the correct answers. The "Survey of
Exposure to Community Violence, Self Report Version" served as a model
for the scales used in the first two sections of this study. The third
section of the questionnaire, questions 48-56, explored alcohol and drug
involvement of the respondents. The respondents were asked to circle
the correct answer. The fourth and last section of the questionnaire,
questions 57-65, examined the respondent's self-regard, that is their
self-perception of being a "Black man." The respondents were asked to
circle the correct answer.
Procedures
The following procedures were carried out to complete this study.
This researcher arrived at the facilities without the inmates being
notified. The researcher entered into the living quarters, introduced
himself, and requested that inmates volunteer to participate in the
study. The respondents volunteered to take part in the research. Each
of the respondents read and signed a letter of consent. The respondents
were allowed to ask questions about the research and to withdraw at any
time during the process. Only one person at the Key Road site withdrew
from the study. Each participant was told that he would receive 10
cigarettes for their participation. The inmates who consented were
brought to a large room. The study and it's purpose was explained again
to the inmates. They were given the opportunity to withdraw their
participation.
The surveys were passed out. Upon the completion of the survey,




In this research, examining psychosocial factors associated with
the use of violence among Black males, the information was coded and
analyzed by the computer. The computer was used to generate the means,
standard deviations, frequencies and percentages.
The frequencies allowed the researcher to display the number of
individuals that made a particular response. The percentages allowed
the researcher to find out the percentage (N=60) of respondents when
commented in a certain fashion.
CHAPTER IV
PRESENTATION OF RESULTS
This chapter includes the results from the survey conducted with a
sample of sixty Black males between the ages of 17-30. The first
section of the chapter reviewed demographic information as well as the
participant's exposure to violence. In addition, the participant's
victimization by acts of violence is discussed. The respondent's drug
use is described. A section inquiring information about the
respondent's negative and positive saelf-regard is explored.
Table number 1 displays demographic characteristics of the sample.




Never Married 34 56.7












Other Relatives 5 8.3
Spouse/Other Family Members 2 3.3
Head of Household


















High School 19 31.7
11th Grade 16 26.7
10th Grade 10 16.7
7th - 9th Grades 10 16.7
Reliaious Activities
Church Member 18 30.0


























The mean age was 24.4 years. The majority of the men, 56.7
percent were never married, 33 percent lived with a partner, 5 percent
were divorced. Twenty-three point three percent of the men lived with a
parent before their arrest. Twenty-three point three percent of the men
reported living with their spouse or spouse and children. In addition,
twenty-three point three percent noted that they lived with friends.
Twenty-one point seven percent indicated that they lived alone and 15
percent lived with relatives.
Although the majority of the men lived with other people, 48.3
percent replied that they were the head of the household. The
respondents also lived with other head of households, such as twenty
percent lived with their mothers. Eight point three percent resided
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with their grandparents. Six point six percent shared space with a
friend and 1.7 percent stayed with an aunt.
Moreover, when asked, do you belong to a church; 70 percent
replied, "no." Thirty percent of the men reported that they did belong
to a church. When the men were asked about their church attendance, 63
percent mentioned that they did not attend. Only 36.7 percent said that
they attend church.
Less than one half, 41.7 percent, stated that they worked full¬
time, while 16.7 percent were employed part-time. However, 28.3 percent
were only able to work sporadically, 10 percent stated that they were
disabled, and 3.3 percent reported being unemployed before their arrest.
However, the income of the respondents varied greatly over the
last year. Thirteen point three percent reported their income was
$500.00-$!,000.00, 18.5 percent stated they earned $l,645.00-$6,000.00,
21.8 percent mentioned earning between $7,680.00 and $12,000.00. Only
10 percent claimed that their earnings were between $13,000.00 and
$18,000.00. Interesting enough, there were 18.5 percent who reported
salaries ranging from $20,000.00 - $70,000.00.
Table 2 illustrates the two categories in which the types of
violence committed were divided.










Table 3 depicts measurements of the self-esteem and the level of
depression of the respondents.
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The scores measuring the self-esteem and depression indicate a low
level of self-esteem and a significant level of depression among the
sample. Bloom, Fischer, and Orme state that the overall scores on the
test can range from 0-100. They cited that the higher the score, the
greater the problem. They noted that scores of 25-35 fall in a gray
area. This means that respondents who score in the 25-35 range may or
may not indicate a problem. Bloom, et al., stated that a score above 35
usually indicate a problem.‘
Table 4 depicts the exposure to violence.
TABLE 4.--Exposure to Violence
(N=60)
Number Percentage






Have you heard about anyone











‘Martin Bloom, Joel Fischer and John Orme, Evaluating Practice:
Guidelines for the Accountable Professional. (Needham Heignts,
Massachusetts: Allyn and Bacon, 1995), 215-218.
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(Table 4 - continued)
Have you seen someone being






An Acquaintance 9 15.0
A Friend 14 23.3
A Relative 3 5.0
Have you heard about someone
being hit or physically attacked?
A Stranger 12 20.0
An Acquaintance 16 26.7
A Friend 30 50.0
A Relative 2 3.3
Have you seen someone being
stabbed?
A Stranger 11 18.3
An Acquaintance 3 5.0
A Friend 10 16.7
A Relative 2 3.3
Have you heard about someone
you know being stabbed?
An Acquaintance 16 26.7
A Friend 19 31.7
A Relative 3 5.0
Have you seen someone
you know being shot?
An Acquaintance 3 5.0
A Friend 5 8.3
A Relative 18 30.0
Have you heard about someone
you know being shot?
An Acquaintance 9 15.0
A Friend 37 61.7
A Relative 3 5.0
Have you seen someone
committing a burglary?
A Stranger 13 21.7
An Acquaintance 13 21.7
A Friend 3 5.0
A Relative
Have you heard about someone
you know being burglarized?An Acquaintance 16 26.7
A Friend 23 38.3
A Relative 8 13.3
Have you seen someone stealing
from another person?
A Stranger 16 26.7
An Acquaintance 8 13.3
A Friend 16 26.7
A Relative 4 6.7
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(Table 4 - continued)
Number Percentage
Has someone stolen from
someone you know?
An Acquaintance 13 21.7
A Friend 28 46.7
A Relative 6 10.0
Have you seen someone being
chased?
A Stranger 14 23.3
An Acquaintance 9 15.0
A Friend 17 28.3
A Relative 2 3.3
Have you heard about someone
you know being chased?
An Acquaintance 17 28.3
A Friend 15 25.0
A Relative 22 36.7
Surprisingly, 35 percent had witnessed a stranger being robbed.
Five respondents or 8.3 percent saw an acquaintance being robbed; 16.7
percent viewed a friend; and only 1.7 percent observed a relative being
robbed. The response was very different to the inquiry regarding
hearing of someone that they knew being robbed. Sixteen point seven
percent respondents had heard of an acquaintance, 53.3 percent had heard
of a friend, and only 15 percent had heard of a relative being robbed.
In addition, 33.3 percent reported seeing a stranger, 15 percent
observed an acquaintance, 23.3 percent witnessed a friend and 5 percent
saw a relative being hit or physically attacked during the previous
year.
Twenty percent or noted that they had heard of a stranger, 26.7
percent reported hearing about an acquaintance, 50 percent stated that
they heard of a friend, and 3.3 percent replied hearing of a relative
being attacked last year.
However, when the respondents were asked if they had witnessed
someone being stabbed; 18.3 percent stated a stranger, five percent
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mentioned an acquaintance, 16.7 percent answered a friend, and 3.3
percent noted a relative being stabbed in the last year.
In addition, 26.7 percent reported hearing of an acquaintance,
31.7 percent mentioned a friend, and 5 percent replied that they had
heard of a relative being the victim of a stabbing last year.
When the men were asked if they had seen someone being shot; 8.3
percent claimed that they had seen an acquaintance, 5 percent had stated
a friend, and 30 percent replied that they had seen a relative being
shot. Many people said that they had heard about someone being shot.
Fifteen percent reported an acquaintance, 61.7 percent claimed a friend,
and 5 percent mentioned hearing of a relative being shot.
In addition, 70 percent of the respondent reported witnessing
someone being chased. Of this figure, 23.7 percent stated that they had
seen a stranger, 15 percent had seen an acquaintance, 28.3 percent noted
a friend, and 3.3 percent had witnessed a relative being chased.
When the respondents were asked, have you heard about someone
being chased, 25 percent reported an acquaintance, 25 percent indicated
a friend, and 8.3 percent noted a relative being chased during the last
year.
Twenty-one point seven percent noted that they had witness a
stranger, 21.7 percent or noted an acquaintance, 5 percent stated a
friend, and 5 percent mentioned that they had seen someone committing a
burglary. Whereas, 26.7 percent had heard of an acquaintance, 38.3
percent had been informed of a friend, and 13.3 percent had been told
about a relative being burglarized during the last year.
Table 5 reports the number of respondents who themselves were
victims of violence.




Were you robbed? 20 33.3
Were you hit or physically
attacked?
33 55.0
Were you stabbed? 16 26.7
Were you shot? 18 30.0
Were you burglarized 13 21.7
Did someone steal from you? 41 68.3
Thirty-three point three percent reported that they were victims
of a robbery. Twenty-six point seven percent noted that they were
stabbed in the previous year. Thirty percent reported that they had
been shot in the previous year. Twenty-one point seven reported that
they had been victims of a burglary. Sixty-eight point three percent
reported that someone have stolen from them in the last year.
As mentioned earlier, drugs and alcohol are major contributors to
violence. When the respondents were asked about their drug use during
the last year, 70 percent reported affirmatively.
Of the respondents that used drugs, 46.7 percent reported daily
drug use. However, 23.3 percent replied several times a week, 10
percent noted every other week, and 5 percent stated once a month. The
survey also indicated that 56.7 percent stated that they sold drugs
during the year.
Table 6 describes frequency of drug use by type.












When the question was asked what kind of drugs did you use last
year; the responses rose to 88.3 percent. Of the responses, 48.3
percent reported marijuana, 11.7 percent noted crack, 3.3 percent
replied heroin, 5 percent answered cocaine, and 18.3 percent indicated a
combination of the above.
Although alcohol is a drug, it was reported as a separate item on
the survey. When the respondents were asked, have you drunk alcohol
during the last year, 88.3 percent replied positively. Of that number,
38 percent replied everyday, 25 percent noted several times a week, 21.7
percent answered every other week, and 10 percent mentioned once a
month. On the day of arrest, 43.3 percent of the respondents said that
they had been drinking and 30 percent of the respondents reported using
drugs.
An additional area was covered, but not illustrated in the text.
This area cover the area of self-concept or how the men felt about
themselves. The respondents were asked if being Black presented a
barrier to achieving their goals in life. Five percent replied always,
whereas, 46 percent point seven percent reported sometimes.
When asked if color stood in their way of doing what they wanted
to in their life, 15 percent noted always and 45 percent replied
sometimes. The men were then asked if people judged them on the basis
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of what they think of young Black men? Twenty-five percent reported
always, 58 percent stated sometimes. In addition, the respondents were
ask if they felt that the color of their skin had anything to do with
the way that people treated them. Fifteen percent reported always.
Sixty percent replied sometimes. Moreover, 45 percent stated that they
always had to work harder than non-Blacks to get what they wanted.
Thirty-five percent felt that they sometimes had to work harder than
non-Blacks to get what they wanted.
When the men were asked if they felt that everyone is treated
equally, only 10 percent stated always. Forty-one point seven percent
replied sometimes. The men were asked if they wished that they belonged
to another race. Ninety-one point seven responded never. Six point
seven percent answered sometimes, and 1.7 percent noted always.
Finally, the men were questioned if they were happy with who they
were. Eighty-five percent noted that they were. Ten percent claimed
that they were sometimes, and 5 percent replied never.
CHAPTER V
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION
Chapter five summarizes the results of this self-reported study
describing the factors associated with the use of and exposure to
violence among young Black men in a jail setting. Self-concept issues
were also explored in this study. The results of this study offer
descriptive information about this population.
The results from this study also indicated that violence is a
multi-dimensional problem. It affected many areas of the respondents'
life. Determining factors of violence such as limited education, the
lack of employment, lack of commitment to relationships, poor coping
skills, poor self-esteem, depression, and drug use appeared to be some
of the indicators that surfaced during the course of this study. These
factors as well as others are potentially limiting to this group of
Black men, their families and communities who view violence as part of
their daily reality.
The study revealed that less than one-third of the respondents
finished high school. Limited education limits the employment
opportunities for these men. The majority of the sample was
underemployed, unemployed or did not work at all. It is sad to note
that more than half of these men had no regular employment.
There appeared to be a lack of commitment to relationships/
marriage among the respondents. Slightly over one-half of the
respondents reported that they were never married and one-third of the
sample stated that they lived with their partner. In addition, almost
one-half of the respondents reported that they were the head of the
household. It is interesting to note that very few respondents lived
alone. It is not known if these men are being forced to share their
living space with others because of their economic condition.
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The findings for depression and self-esteem were significant. The
GCS and ISE revealed that this population has poor self-esteem and is
very depressed. The level of depression, low self-esteem, exposure to
violence, and hearing about violence appear to support the cultural
transmission theory of violence.
The majority of the respondents were themselves victims of
violence during the previous year. Statistics in this study revealed
that there was a higher incidence of crimes against person than crimes
against property. Data indicated that a substantial number of the
respondents were hit, stabbed, and/or shot during the last year.
This population reported a high incidence of hearing about violent
acts. The entire population had indicated that they had heard of
someone being physically attacked during the last year. Over two-thirds
of the population had heard of a stabbing and well over three-fourths of
the population had been informed of a shooting.
In addition, the research revealed a very high use of drugs and
alcohol among this population. The overwhelming majority of the
respondents confessed to using substances such as crack, alcohol, and
marijuana regularly. In many cases, drugs and alcohol were used on the
day that the respondent was arrested.
Limitation of the Study
This study had several methodological limitations. The first
limitation is that the study used a self-reporting survey. It is not
known if the finding can be generalized to a greater population of Black
men. The sample was one of convenience. The size of the sample was
only 60 respondents. A larger sample of Black men in a different
setting may yield different results.
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Implication for Social Work Practice
The following chapter will discuss the issues that social workers
need to address to prepare themselves in dealing with violent behavior
among some young Black males in our society. Violence is not just a
problem faced by a certain group of Black males in the inner city.
Violence impacts everyone's life. Regardless of the setting, social
workers will be faced with clients dealing with violence issues. Issues
such as carjacking, terrorist bombing, drive by shooting, drug abuse,
stealing, child abuse, elderly abuse, spousal abuse, murder and so on,
are found in every community. Social workers will not be able to escape
violence by moving their practice to the suburbs.
It is interesting to note, the ecological perspective overarches
many of the theories examined in this study. The ecological perspective
takes into account the mesosystems as well as the microsystems in a
person's environment. Therefore, social workers must pull from
different disciplines to understand the impact of psychosocial factors
and violence among some young Black males. The problems is so complex
that we can not view violence from only one discipline or a particular
set of factors.
With the exception of child abuse, the curriculum in the School of
Social Work has done little research to fill the gap in knowledge
dealing with violence. Course work does not prepare the Social Work
student to deal with violent clients and their victims. Social Work
offers very little training to recognize the symptoms and to deal with
the emotional impact of violence on the consumer. In researching data
for this study, it was necessary to pull from other areas such as Public
Health, Corrections, Psychology, Economics, and Politics. Very little
information could be found in Social Work journals about the
psychosocial impact of violence on Black males.
Whereas it is important to look at Black males as a reference
group. Black males are not all alike. Black males like Black people are
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very heterogenous. This makes dealing with violent issues among a
certain group of young Black males even more complex. Social Workers
have not done enough preparation to address the issues that led to some
young Black men to turn to violent behavior. There is not enough
research conducted by the profession to look at the causes and to
develop prevention strategies of violent behavior among this group.
Social workers need to become involved in lobbying for stronger
laws dealing with violent acts. They must develop a position on violent
behaviors. Social workers must take a leadership role in educating the
community about how to control what goes on in their neighborhoods.
They must bring ideas for community intervention to advisory boards to
effect change. Social workers must be prepared to deal with violence to
accommodate changing issues in this changing society in which we live.
The potential of violence occurring in society is definitely a social
work issue.
Direction for Future Research
A more indepth study using a classical research design needs to be
conducted. Different groups of Black males that share other common
experiences, resources and environments need to be studied. A person




generalized CONTENTMEOT SCALE (GCS)
This quesdonnaire is designed to measure the way you teei about your life and surroundings. It is
not a ffist. so there are no right or wrong answers. Answer each item as carefuily and as accurately
as you con by placing a number beside each one as follows.
t = None of the time
2 = Very rarely
3 = A little of the time
4. = Some of the time
5 = A good pan of the dme
6 = Most of the time




I feel powerless to do anything about my life.
I feel blue.
I think about ending my life.






















_ It is easy for me to enjoy myself.
] I have a hard time getting started on things that I need to do.
_ I get very depressed.’
I feel there is always someone I can depend on when things get tough.
_ I feel that the future looks bright for me.’
I feel downhearted.
'
I feel that I am needed.
I feel that I am appreciated by others.
I enjoy being active and busy.
I feel that others would be better off without me.
I enjoy being with other people.
I feel that it is easy for me to make decisions.
I feel downtrodden.
’
I feel terribly lonely.
I get upset easily.
I feel that nobody really cares about me.
I have a full life.
I feel that people really care about me.
I have a great deal of fun.
I feel great in the morning.
I feel that my situation is hopeless.
Copynalit (c) 1990. Walcer W. Hudson
5. 8. 9. II, 12, 13, 15, 16, 21, 22, 23, 24
Ulegai CO Photocopy or Otherwise iteproouce
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APPENDIX B
INDEX OF SELF ESTEEM (ISE)
This quesnonnaire is designed to measure how you see yourself. It is not a test, so there are no right
or wrong answers. Please answer each item as carefully and as accurately as you can by placing a
number beside each one as follows.
1 = None of the time
2 = Very rarely
3 = A little of the dme
4 = Some of the time
5 = A good part of the dme
6 = Most of the dme
7 = All of the dme1. I feel that people would not like me if they really knew me well.2. I feel that others get along much better thM I do.
I feel that I am a beautiml person.’
When I am with others I feel they are glad I am with them.’
I feel that people really like to talk with me.
I feel that I am a very competent person.’
I think I make a good impression on others.’
I feel that I need more self-confidence.
’
When I am with strangers I am very nervous.’
I think that I am a dull person.
I feel ugly.
I feel that others have more fun than I do.
I feel that I bore people.
I think my friends find me interesting.
I think I tove a good sense of humor.
I feel very self-conscious when I am with strangers.
I feel that if I could be more like other people I would have it made.
I feel that people have a good time when they are with me.
I feel like a wallflower when I go out.


















20. 21. I think I am a rather nice person.22. I feel that people really like me very much.3. I feel that I am a likeable person.24. I am afraid I will appear foolish to others.5. My friends think very highly of me.





As A PART OF MY CRAOUATE SeOUIRSMeNTS AT ClaRK ATLANTA UNIVERSITY. SCHOOt. OF
SociAu Work. I am osugateo to perform a research prooect. The project that i have
CHOSEN 3CAMINES THE RELATIONSHIPS 3STWESN SELF-REPORTEO 3<POSURE TO OR VICTIMIZATION
3Y VIOLENOE ANO THE USE OF VIOLENCE AMONG YOUNC SLACK MEN INCARC£.RATEa AT THE ATLANTA
City Detention Center. I woulo appreciate your participation in this study. Setter
UNOERSTANOINO of the SuajECT TO 3E STUDIED WILL HOPEFULLY LEAD TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF
WAYS TO ADDRESS 3E-F ESTES-M ISSUES AND REDUOE CRIME AMONG YOUNG SLACK MEN.
Your participation will involve fiujnc out three ouestionnaires. .“ilunc out the
OUESnONNAIRES should take approximately forty-five .minutes. It is very important that
YOU answer all questions although .Participation is entirely voluntary. You are free to
withdraw your consent to participats at any time. You may find some of the questions to
SE INTRUSIVE OR OI3CONCERTINC.
SINGE I AM INTE.RESTEO IN NOT JUST INDIVIDUAL RESPONSES 3UT THE RESPONSES OF AN
ACCREOATE OF SLACK MEN. REPORTING OF RESULTS WILL TAKE .=LACS ON A CROUP LEVEL. NETHER
YOUR name or any identifying information will 3E ASKED. ALL QUESTIONNAIRES WILL 3E KE.PT
CONRDENTIAL and I AM THE ONLY .PERSON WHO WILL HAVE ACCESS TO THEM. ALL OUESTIONNAIRES
WILL 3E DESTROYED SIX MONTHS FOLLOWINC COMPLETION OF THE STUDY.
I HOPS YOU WILL 3E WILLING TO HELP IN THIS PROJECT 3UT I WISH TO ASSURE YOU THAT
YOUR .PARTICIPATION IS SNTIRELT VOLUNTARY. YOU ARE WELCOME TO ASK QUESTIONS RECARDINC
THE STUDY AND YOUR PARTICIPATION IN IT. IF YOU NEED TO CONTACT ME. I CAN SE REACHED AT




I voluntarily agree to complete the following questionnaires. I AM DOING this of
MY OWN FREE WILL. NO ONE HAS THREATENED OR COERCED ME TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS STUDY. I
HAVE HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO ASK OUES7TONS ABOUT THE STUDY.
Respondent Oats




THIS IS A aUESirONNAIRE. IT SEEKS IMFORMATiaN ABOUT YOU AlUO YOUR FAMILY. IT ASKS YOUR
VIEWS AND OPINIONS ON VIOLENT BEHAVIOR. IT INQUIRES ABOUT BEHAVIORS THAT YOU MAY HAVE
PARTICIPATED IN DURING THE UST YEAR. PLEASE DO NOT PUCE YOUR NAME ON ANY OF THE PAGES.
PLEASE BEAD THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS. CIRCLE THE BEST ANSWER TO EACH QUESTION. THERE ARE
NO RIGHT OR WRONG ANSWERS.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
1. What is your current age?
2. What is your current relationship status?
1. never married
2. not married but living with a partner
1 divorce/separated
4. married
3. Who lived with you before your arrest?
1. alone 1 parent 3.4.spouse and children 5.
6. step-parent 7.
8. in-laws 9.
10. spouse and other family members
4. Who is the head of your household?5.What is your birth order in your family?
1. oldest 2. middle 3. youngest 4. only chiid





7. Do you belong to a church?
INoI.Yes
419.Qa you attend a church?
1. Yes 1 No
9. Old you work before your arrest?
1. Fuii time 2. Part-time 1 When I can find work
4. disable 5. collecting unemployment
10. How much money did you earn in the last 12 months?
$ . QO11.What are your charges?
USTED BELOW ARE VARIOUS OUESTIOMS ABOUT VIOLENT BEHAVIORS YOU MAY HAVE ENGAGED IN.
EXPERIENCED OR HEARD ABOUT DURING THE PAST YEAR. PLEASE CIRCLE THE LETTER THAT BEST
DESCRIBES YOUR ENCOUNTER WITH THE BEHAVIOR DESCRIBED. REMEMBER. THIS IS A CONFIDENTIAL
SURVEY. NO ONE WILL KNOW THAT THESE ARE YOUR ANSWERS.12.Were you (yourselfl robbed?
1. Yes 1 No
11 Have you (yourself] robbed someone?
I.Yes INo
If you circled no. skip to question 15.
14. How many times did you robbed someone?
1. never 11 or 2 times 13 or 4 times
4.5 or 8 times S. 7 or 3 times 8.9 or 10 times
7. more than 10 times
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15. Have you (yourself] seen someone being robbed?
1. no one la stranger 3. an acquaintance
4. a friend 5. a relative
1S. Have you heard about anyone you know being robbed?
1. no one 1 an acquaintance
1 a friend 4. a relative
17. Were you (yourself] hit or physfcally attacked?
1. Yes 1 Mo
1 a. Have you (yourself] hit or physicaliy attacked someone?
l.Yes 1 No
If you urcled no. skip to question 20.
19. How many different people did you hit or physically attacked?
1. never 11 or 2 3.3 or 4
4. 5 or S 5.7 or 3 3. 9 or 10
7. more than 10
20. Have you seen someone being hit or physically attacked?
I. no one la stranger 1 an acquaintance
4. a friend 5. a relative
21. Have you heard about someone you know being hit or physically attacked?
1. no one 1 an acquaintance
1 a friend 4. a relative
21 Were you (yourself] stabbed?
1. Yes 1 No
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2X Have you (yourself) stabbed someone?
1. Yes 1 Mo
If you circled no. sliip to question 2S.
24. How many different times have you (yourself) stabbed a person?
t. never 11 or 2 times 3.3 or 4 times
4. S or S times a. 7 or 3 times S. 9 or 10 times
7. more than 10 times
25. Have you seen someone being stabbed?
1. no one 2. a stranger 1 an acquaintance
4. a friend 5. a relative
26. Have you heard about someone you know being stabbed?
1. no one 2. an acquaintance
3. a friend 4. a relative
27. Oo you own a gun?
1. Yes 1 Mo
23. Were you (yourself) shot?
I.Yes IMo
29. Have you shot some one?
1. Yes 1 Mo
if you circied no, skip to question 31.
30. How many (fifferent times have you (yourself) shot someone?
1. never 1 lor 2 times 3.3 or 4 times
4.5 or 6 times 5.7 or 3 times 6.9 or 10 times
7. more than 10 times
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31. Have you (yourseif) seen someone you know being shot?
1. no one la stranger 3. an acguaintancs
4. a reiative 5. a friend
31 Have you heard about someone you know being shot?
1. no one 1 an acquaintance
3. a friend 4. a reiative
33. Were you burglarized?
I.Yes IMo
34. Have you committed any burglaries?
I.Yes IMo
If you circled no, skip to question 36.
35. How many times have you committed burglary?
1. never 1 lor 2 times 13 or 4 times
4. 3 or S times 5.7 or 3 times S. 9 or 10 times
7. more than 10 times
36. Have you seen someone committing a burglary?
1. no one la stranger 3. an acquaintance
4. a friend 5. a reiative
37. Have you heard about someone you know being burglarized?
1. no one 1 an acquaintance
1 a friend 4. a reiative
38. Qid someone steal from you?
1. Yes 1 Mo
39. Have you (yourseif) stolen something from someone?
1. Yes 1 Mo
If you circled no, skip to question 41.
40. How many ones have you (yoursaifl stolen from somatfiing?
1. never 11 or 2 times 1 3 or 4 times
4. S or S times S. 7 or 3 times S. 9 or 10 times
7. more than 10 times
41. Have you seen someone stealing from another person?
1. no one la stranger 3. an acquaintance
4. a friend S. a relative
41 Have someone stolen something from someone that you know?
1. no one 1 an acquaintance
1 a friend 4. a relative
43. Oo you belong to a gang?
1. Yes 1 No
44. Have you chased someone?
1. Yes 1 No
If you cireie no, skip to question 46.
45. How many times did you (yourself) chased someone?
1. never 11 or 2 times 3.3 or 4 times
4. 5 or S times 5.7 or 3 times S. 9 or 10 times
7. more than 10 times
48. Have you (yourself) seen someone you know being chased?
1. no one la stranger 1 an acquaintance
4. a friend 5. a relative
47. Have you heard about someone being chased ?
1. no one 1 an acquaintance
1 a friend 4. a relative
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The next area is sasks informadon on your drug and alcohoi usa bafora you wara arrested. Onca again,
all answers ara eonfidenriai.
48. Have you used street drugs during the last year?
1. Yes 1 No
4S. What kind of drugs did you use?
1. Marijuana 2. Crack 3. Heroin 4. Cocaine
5. any combination of the above 5. Other, specify
so. How often did you use drugs?
1. Every day 2. Several times a week
3. Every other week 4. Once a month or less
31. Have you sold drugs during the last year?
1. Yes 1 No
32. Have you drunk alcohol or beer during the last year?
t. Yes 1 No
33. How often did you drink alcohol or beer?
1. Every day 1 Several times a week
3. Every other week 4. Once a month or less
34. Did you drink on the day of your arrest?
1. Yes 1 No
5a. Oid you usa street drugs on the day of you arrest?
1. Yes 2. No
55. Oid some one call the police to your home last year because of drugs or alcohol?
INoI.Yes
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THE FailOWING QUESTIONS ASX YOU TO EXPRESS YOUR FEELINGS ABOUT BEING A BLACK MAN?
PLEASE CIRCLE THE ANSWER THAT BEST DESCRIBE YOUR FEEUNGS.
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